
Together let us take steps towards 
building inclusive communities 
where individuals with Autism 
have acceptance, support and 
opportunities to fulfill their potential 
and lead rich and meaningful lives

WHAT IS AUTISM 
SPECTRUM DISORDER?
Autism is a neurodevelopment 
disorder characterized by deficits in 
social interaction, impaired verbal 
and non verbal communication, and 
restricted and repetitive behavior. The 
term “spectrum” refers to the wide 
range of symptoms, skills, and levels 
of disability in functioning that can 
occur in people with ASD.

ASD occurs in all racial, ethnic, and 
socioeconomic groups. Autism now 
affects 1 in 68 children throughout 
the world, with most signs emerging 
between 2 and 3 years of age.

If you have concerns about your 
child’s development, please speak to 
your child’s pediatrician to request a 
referral for an assessment. In the UAE 
You may also contact Emirates Autism 
Society or Autism Support Network for 
support & advice.

Early intervention is proven to 
be effective in helping build 
skills and communication 
abilities in individuals affected 
by the disorder
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AUTISM SUPPORT NETWORK (ASN), 
ABU DHABI 

Autism Support Network (ASN) connects families 
and professionals who are touched by Autism, 
creating a network of support while building 
capacity through training and evidenced based 
practices. Through our initiatives, ASN highlights 
Awareness, Acceptance, Support and Education 
and regularly hosts events free of charge for our 
members and the community. Please contact us 
for more details.
To Join ASN send an email to 
asnabudhabi@gmail.com

EMIRATES AUTISM SOCIETY (EAS)

Emirates Autism Society works to raise 
awareness and support for individuals impacted 
by Autism Spectrum Disorder in the UAE. EAS 
partners with leading business and organizations 
to host fundraisers, educational talks, training 
opportunities and community based activities 
creating meaningful and enriching projects and 
programs for individuals with Autism. Please 
contact us to learn more about our work:
eautismss@gmail.com

A CELEBRATION OF LIFE 
WITH AUTISM IN THE UAE 

“To measure the success 
of our societies, we should 
examine how well those 
with di�erent abilities, 
including persons with 
Autism, are integrated as 
full and valued members”  
-BAN-KI MOON
 Secretary General of the United Nations  

Join us for “Our Story”, an exhibition 
which aims to build compassion and 
understanding, creating sustainable 
communities with opportunities where 
all members of society can thrive.

OUR STORY

For more information about Autism Spectrum 
Disorders please refer to the websites: 
www.autismspeaks.com and
www.asatonline.org

AUTISM AND THE 
IMPORTANCE OF 
SUSTAINABLE 
COMMUNITIES
Despite their challenges, every individual 
with Autism has unique capabilities 
and the capacity to learn and develop. 
Communities that cater to the strengths 
and abilities of individuals with Autism 
must be created to provide:  

• Access to assessment and 
   diagnostic services
• Access to intervention services        
• Educational access
• Social inclusion and support 
• Skills training
• Vocational opportunities 

Government policy is an important first 
step in providing support and services to 
individuals with Autism. However, policy 
must be completely supported and fully 
implemented by all members of the 
community to make a lasting impact in the 
lives of those touched by Autism.


